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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the Remarks filed 12/12/07. A new ground of rejection is 
introduced. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 25 is are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Pasternak 
(USP 6577535, previously cited) in view of Ong (USP 6732304). 

Pasternak's figure 3A shows a DC voltage generator system for supplying at least one 
voltage level to a plurality of subsystems (304, 306 ...310), each of the subsystems having a 
plurality of units (it is inherent that each of the 304, 306... 310 has pluralities of internal circuits), 
at least two of the units located in at least one of the subsystems being different from each 
other, the DC voltage generator system comprising: a plurality of local DC voltage generators 
(CP 312-318) associated with at least one unit of the plurality of subsystems, each local DC 
voltage generator independently supplying voltage to the at least one unit of the plurality of 
subsystems; and a power control unit (330) for determining a performance mode of the system 
and disabling the local DC voltage generators according to the performance mode, wherein a 
separate enabling clock signal (PE0-PE3) is supplied to each DC voltage generator and the at 
least one unit of the plurality of subsystems associated each DC voltage generator. Figure 3A 
fails to show that shown circuits are on a single chip. However, Ong's figure 2 shows a modified 
of figure 1 . Ong's figure 2 combine plurality of chips in figure 1 on a single chip in order to save 
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space. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Pasternak's chips on a single chip for the purpose of saving space. 

3. Claims 1-12 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pasternak (USP 6577535) in view of Ong (USP 6732304) and Drouot (USP 5796285). 

Pasternak's figure 3a shows all elements of the claims except for the detail of each 
charge pump circuit. However, Drouot's figure 1 shows a low cost charge pump circuit. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skilled in the art to use Drouot's 
charge pump circuit for each of Pasternak's charge pumps for the purpose of saving cost. 
Thus, the modified Pasternark's figure 3A further shows each DC voltage generator comprising: 
regulator system (Drouot's 5); power control unit and clock control unit (circuits in Pasternak's 
302 that generates CSO and CS1); AND gate (Pasternak's 352, 354, 356, 358); first to third 
transistors (Drouot's 16, 12, 11) connected as claimed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to QUAN TRA whose telephone number is 571-272-1755. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew N. Richards can be reached on 571-272-1740. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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